THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
Danton's words, " La Republique etait dans les esprits
vingt ans avant sa proclamation ", was true only of some
intellectuals. The whole nation, from the nobility down
to the peasants and the workmen, loved the king, and
no one dreamt of overthrowing the monarchical system.
What the people demanded was a complete reform of
the government and of the administration. The belief
in existing institutions, in the entire social structure
with its gradation from the throne down to peasant and
workman, was shaken ; only the throne itself seemed
safe and trustworthy* It was from the king that reform,
a marvellous reconstruction of France, was expected.
That this last confidence was lost in the course of events,
was due to fatal mistakes which the royal family and
its advisers committed during the first two years of the
revolution. " Never was a king of France so beloved
by his people", says Lavisse, "as Louis XVI was after
summoning the States General/' l
Economic reasons and the system of taxation in
particular, played an important part in causing dis-
content ; for, when the great majority of the people are
well off, the masses are, as a rule, disinclined to revolu-
tionary actions. It is also perfectly true that production
in general was shackled and impeded by unreasonable
laws and by a corrupt and rotten system of administra-
tion. This, however, had been the case in France and
in many other countries for centuries without causing
a revolution. In the eighteenth century itself the system
was nearly or quite as bad in most countries of Europe,
yet in none of them did a revolution break out. Those
" real causes " of Marx are of a curious kind, effective
1 Cf. K Lavisse, Histeire de France, vol. ix. i, " Le Regne de Louis
XVI " (Paiis, 1910), p. 431.   Cf. also Louis Madelin, op cit. pp. 206 sgg.
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